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11 Pebruary 1848

WEBMORANDUM FOR SECRETARY, JOINT INTELLIGENCE GROUP 5
Abks Colonal Joseph Halverson ‘ -

Procesning of Captured Doocuments

1, Pursuant %o verbal request there is forwarded herswiih a sumary of
the handling of saptured documents for inkelligence purposes,

2. ior purposes of this repord, osptured German and Ybalisn dooumants
will be considersd as one group and captured Japansse doouments as another
groupse :

3, Captured German and Italian doguments,

Captured (erman and Italian documents sre held in custody by
the Department of the Army, Accordingly, this office mainteins e
screenins team physically locatsd in the Pentagon. This %o
rapidly soreens through the lerge volume of documents continually
being reccived there and makes abstracts of the very sunll pere
centage of thesu that have some intelligence velus, These ab=
stracts are reproduced in card form oalled the Intelligense card
Catalogue (ICC) card and disseminated to the interssted agencies,
When the screening and abstraoiing prosess hag been sompleted,
the documonts are returned to the shelves of G¥DB., The second
step in the proceasing ie the exploitetion of these dooumenis %o
moet intolligence needs, Requirsments are received from the IAC
agencies and from branches of CIA for information or specifis
translaticn, Further, continuing projects are set up in this
office o obiain certain typesof needed information, To answer
these roquirements and the work of the projects means s selection
of the doouments abstraoted, These documents are then borrowed
from OMDS and the required information axtracted snd collated in
this office and forwarded %o the requestor and interested agencies,
When these doouments have been exploited in this way, the dooumsnts
are returnad to the GMDB, This then couplstes the processing--the
dooumertt: has bssn soreened, abstraoted, and all required informas
tion of intelligence valus extraoded,

4, Captured Japanese doouments,
The procsssing of oapbtured Japaness documents follows the

general outline given above for German dooumsnis, Howevsr, the
following exveptions should be noted,
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ge Uaptured Japanoese dooumsnts are recelved and hald in
nus‘hmh‘r by this offios until it has beon deternined that they
have no information of Intelligence wvalue,

be Abstraots of oaptured Japsness documwrrts appesr in
published Ascession Lists which are digseminated 4o the ine
toroaated azgencles.

Oe Vhen it has been determined that these dosuwwnts have
no informetion of intelligencs valus, they are declassified
and offered for trensfer to the IAD sgencies. If they declins,
they are then transferred to the Natliomal Arohives or Libeaxry
of Congress.

5. This then im & general outline of the proocessing of saptured docue
ments for intelligence purposes, and it is sincorely hoped thet 1t will meoet
with your satisfastion.

Jo da BAGHALL,
neputy Chief, Foreipn Documents Hranche
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